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History:
Şemsipaşa Mosque in Üsküdar is one of the works of famous architect Mimar Sinan and it is considered by some architects to be as important as Süleymaniye Mosque (another of Sinan's works). It was ordered built by Şemsi Paşa in 1580, and it is one of the smallest and last works of Sinan. According to legend, even birds don't land on the dome and minaret and don't dirty the mosque out of respect for to the spectacular work of Sinan. Therefore it is called Kuşkonmaz Mosque (literally, birds don't land).

Şemsi Paşa Mosque on the water's edge in Üsküdar was built by Sinan for Şemsi Ahmed Paşa in 1580. This is the smallest of the mosque complexes built by Mimar Sinan. It is in classical Ottoman style, and consists of the founder's türbe (tomb) and a medrese (madrasah; Moslem theological school) as well as the tiny mosque.

Şemsi Paşa has a small library building in the courtyard and here one can sit and enjoy the sea breeze off the Bosphorus. Also in the centre of Üsküdar you will see the fountain of Ahmet III, an impressive marble structure.

As to the Semsi Ahmet Pasha (his name comes from the word "sams" or the sun which replaces the moon on the alem of the mosque by way of allusion). He had plotted against Sokollu Mehmet Pasha who was the Grand Admiral and then the Grand Vezir for some months before his assasination. Semsi Pasha had to wait for some time before Murat II gave him the seal of the Grand Vezir. The appointment was noteworthy for he was the first sadrazam since the 15th century who was of noble, indeed royal Ottoman descent and not the child of a devsirme. He was the head of the Isfendiyaroglu family and a descendant of the Candarli house which had been stripped of its immense powers by Beyazit II and Selim the Grim. He was not to hold the office for long and he commissioned Mimar Sinan to build him a mosque in 1580, there was little time to spare. The little complex considered among the smallest erected by a Chancellor, is set against the water along the point of Usküdar. Its garden is open towards the sea from which it is cut off by a wall with grilled windows and a modest gate. It is clear that this was meant to be the approach because the back of the madrassa cells on this side are faced in stone and not in mixed courses. The complex consists of a small square mosque, an L shaped madrasah, a dershane (lecture room), and the türbe or tomb of the pasha. This complex is the forerunner of the small sadrazam complexes of the next century which were built along the Divan Yolu in particular.

Architectural Structure:
The complex on the coast of Üsküdar was commissioned by Semsi Ahmed Pasa (d.1580), an officer in the court of Ottoman Sultan Süleyman I (1520-1566) who later served as the governor of Anatolia and Rumelia. It was built by court architect Sinan near the Semsi Pasha's palace and, according to the inscription over the mosque portal, construction was completed in 1580. In 1940, an extensive restoration project was undertaken by the General Directorate of Religious Endowments, supervised by architect Süreyya Yücel. 

The complex stands on a roughly rectangular site aligned east-west with the Bosporus shoreline. The square, single domed mosque abuts the coast at an angle, with the adjoining tomb of the donor projecting towards the waterfront. Its precinct is enclosed by an L-shaped madrasa to the west and south, and a seawall with grill-windows to the north. A walled cemetery occupies the eastern precinct, behind the mosque's qibla wall. 

A gate along the seawall opens into the precinct courtyard, which is shared by the mosque and the madrasa. A secondary gate along the cemetery wall to the east also leads to this courtyard via a narrow passage. The mosque portico, which envelops the prayer hall to the northwest and southwest, is faced across the courtyard with the madrasa arcade, at a smaller scale. Both the portico and arcade are covered by shed roofs and have pointed arches carried on columns with diamond-cut capitals. The mosque portico was rebuilt during the 1940 restoration. A single minaret with a single balcony rises above it, adjoining the southwest corner of the prayer hall. 

Entered through a marble portal on its northwest wall, the prayer hall is surmounted by a single dome, which measures about eight meters in diameter. The transition to the dome is achieved with four squinches over an octagonal drum pierced with four arched windows. The prayer hall has nine casement windows -- two on each wall with an additional window on the southeast wall. Each casement is topped by an arched window with a different colored glass composition, and a circular window is placed above the mihrab. The simple marble mihrab has a muqarnas hood. Muqarnas carvings were also used to highlight the springing of the squinch arches. The wooden minbar is a modern replacement. 

The tomb chamber, which measures about four meters by four and a half meters, is attached to the prayer hall. It is entered from the outside from northwest, but opens into the prayer hall with a grilled archway. The chamber is crowned by a mirror vault at the height of the prayer hall drum. It has three casement windows facing the Bosporus and nine upper windows on three walls, adorned with colored glass. Decoration is limited to the stalactite carvings of the portal and painted floral and geometrical motifs on the mirror vault. Although its portal inscription was lost, inscriptive plaques over the archway in the prayer hall were preserved. The tomb, like the mosque, is made of cut stone. 

The L-shaped madrasa has twelve domed cells and a large classroom, all fronted by an arcade whose shed roof is carried by nineteen columns. Cells are placed all in a row except at the northern end, where a single cell encloses the arcade before the seawall. The classroom, which is seven meters square, occupies the center of the western wing of and projects beyond the madrasa wall. It is surmounted by a dome carried on squinches and raised on an octagonal drum. There are six windows on three of the classroom's walls, leaving the western wall for a furnace and two shelving niches. Each madrasa cell has two windows, a furnace and one or two shelving niches. The arcade was enlarged following the restoration and the madrasa was refurnished to house a library in 1953 with the classroom use as the reading room. An additional room with privy cells is attached at the end of the southern wing. 
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Floor Plan Of of the complex.
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SERVICE DEPARTMENTS:

Reference Saloon:

Encyclopedias, Dictionaries and that kind of reference books exist in this part of our Library.  Besides, there are 10 computers that can be used for internet in this saloon.

Book Lending Department:

The Library materials (except reference books) can be borrowed by our members for 15 days. For being a member, everybody can apply to our Lending Department with a photocopy of identity card and a document showing residence address.
Periodical Publication Department:

This is the department that our readers can benefit form periodicals and newspapers that are subscribed by our Ministry. Nearly 20 up-to-date science, art and literature periodical magazines and 2 daily newspapers are bought to our library and presented to our readers.
Internet and Photocopy:

Our Readers can benefit from internet in our reference saloon and photocopy (colored and colorless) is another service that is given by our library. In addition to this, there is a scanner that our readers can benefit in the saloon.
Cultural Activities.

Through the extend of Our ministry’s “ education – culture activities” subjects, we arrange, “Kız Kulesi Conversations” on the last Tuesdays of every month at 14.00 o’clock in Semsipasa Library and “Children-Author meetings” on the last Saturdays of every month at 14.00 o’clock in Selimiye Library. We have the conscious that one of the goals of a Library should be to improve and make continuous the reading and searching habits of a society, attract them to libraries. For this aim, we arrange activities such as panel discussions, open sessions, memorial days where authors and readers meet and that addresses to the interests of our public. In this kind of activities, our aim is to contribute social and cultural living improvements of our society.

Address: 
Şemsipaşa Halk Kütüphanesi

Şemsipaşa Street. No: 43 34000 ÜSKÜDAR / İSTANBUL

Phone Number:

0216 553 11 19

Fax:

0216 495 88 48
Web Site:

www.semsipasakutuphanesi.com
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